AZZAM TAMIMI

OLVE
BRANCH
PRESS

An imprint of Interlink I’ul)lishing Group, Inc.
wwiw.interlinkbooks.com

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
INIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA
AT CHAPEL BILL




First publishcd in 2007 by

OLIVE BRANCH PRESS
An imprint of Interlink Publishing Group, Inc.

46 Croshy Street
Northampton, Massachusetts 01060
www.interlinkbooks.com

Copyright © Azzam Tamimi, 2007

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocepy
ing, recording, or otherwise without the prior permission of the publisher.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Tamimi, Azzam.
Hamas : a history / by Azzam Tamimi.
p-cm.
Includes bih]iographical references and index.

ISBN 978.1.56656-689-6 (pbk.)
1. Harakat al Muqawamah al-Lslamiyah - History. 2. Islam and politics. 1. Title.

1Q1830.A98H3778 2007

324.25695'3083--dc22
2007006828

Cover image. A Hamas supporter holds a copy of the Quran during a rally in front of the
Palestinian parliament in Gaza City. (AP Photo/Khalil Hamra} & 7007 The Associated

Press. All rights reserved.

Back design by Juliana Spear

Printed and bound in the United States of America

To request our complete 40-page full-color catalog, pleasc call us toll frec at
1.800-238-LINK, visit our website at w ww.interlinkbooks.com, or write to

Interlink Publishing, 46 Croshy Street, Northampton, MA 01060
¢ mail; infoi@interlinkbooks.com

Acknowledgments
Foreword by Alastair Crooke

Introduction

. The Beginnings

. From Da’wah to Jihad

. An All-Out War

. Into Jordan

. The Mish'a} Affair

. Out of Jordan

. The Liberation Ideology of Hamas
. Jihad and Martyrdom

9. Hamas, the PLO, and the Palestinian Authority
10. Hamas in Government

11. Toward the Next Intifada?

[ I S o L

Appendix I: This is What We Struggle for

Appendix II: The Islamic Resistance Movement {Hamas)

Appendix 1il: We Will Not Sell Our People or Principles for Foreign Aid

Appendix 1V: What Hamas is Seeking

Appendix V: A fust Peace or No Peace

Appendix VI: Hamas Election Manifesto for the Legislative Elections Held
on 25 January 2006

Notes
Index

vii

10
35
52
71
29
119
147
171
187
208
246

265
27
284
287
290

292

317
359



AFPEMINCES

APPENDIX VI

CHANGE AND RErForM LisT

(Hamas Election Manifesto for the Legislative Elections held on 25
January 2006)

In the name of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful

“ anly desire | your] betterment to the best of my power; and my success [u:
my tc;-k] can (;n{}/ come from Allah. In Him [ trust, and unto Him I lock.

Sura Hud 11:88

Election Manifesto for the Elections of the
Palestinian Legislative Council 2006

INTRODUCTION

On the basis of the belief that we stand at onc of Islam’s greatest fronts;
in fulfillment of our responsibility toward our struggling peo.p]c and
their sacred and just cause; stemming from our duty .to Contl‘lbl'ltlt? to
reforming the Palestinian reality so as to easc the suffering of or}r \.;lall‘an::?
people, bolster their steadfastness, and prote.ct thcm_ from : (;‘1 s.o
corruption; and in the hope of reinforcing natlo.n.a] unity ar?d- ho .st.crlrr':g
internal Palestinian ranks, we have taken the decision to participate in the

Palestinian legislative elections of 2006,

The Change and Reform List belicves that its particip:.ition i1|1 th:;
legislative clections at this time and in ‘thc shade of the reality c;:( ure
by the Palestinian causc falls within the framework of the comprcl: f.‘t.'lb!\c
program for the liberation of Palestine, the f’cturn of the Pa cst?nfan
people to their lands and homes, and the cstal‘)llshmcnlt of thc. P-alcétlma.nv
independent state with Jerusalem its capital. .Thl.s partlcnpa.tlo.r; dl.s
intended to be an act of support for the program of resistance and intifada
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to which our people have happily resorted as a strategic option to end the

occupation, '

The Change and Reform List seeks to build an advanced Palestinian
civil society that is based on political pluralism and the alternation of
power and secks to direct the Palestinian political system and its political
reform program in a manner that would accomplish the national rights
of the Palestinian people while bearing in mind the existence of the
heavy, detested, and oppressive occupation of our land and people and
taking into consideration its overt interventions in every single detail of
Palestinian life.

Our list’s program is hereby submitted as a gesture ofloyalty to our
forbearing masses who see in this approach a wholesomc alternative, who
consider the Hamas movement a hope for a better future, and who see in
this list an honest leadership for a better tomorrow, God-willing.

The Almighty Allah says: “Verily, this is My Way lcading straight:
follow it; follow not [other] paths: they will scatter you about from His
[great] Path; thus docs He command you, that you may be righteous”
(Suraal-An’am 6: 153).

1. Our EsseNTIAL PRINCIPLES

Our list (the Change and Reform List) adopts a number of invariables that
stem from the Islamic frame of reference, We believe these invarables to
be unanimously agreed upon not only by our Palestinian peaple but also
by our Arab and Islamic umma. These im ariables are:

1. Islam and its civilizational achiev ements constitute our frame of
reference and w ay of life with all jts political, cconomic, social, and legal
dimensions.

!. Historic Palestine is part of the Arab and Islamic land; the Palestinian
people’s right to it docs not diminish with the passage of time and no
military or alleged legal procedures alter this fact.

3. The Palestinian people are united as one wherever they may be living
and are an inseparable part of the Arab and Islamic umma. (“Verily, this
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umma [brotherhood] of yours is a single umma, and 1 am your Lord and
Cherisher: therefore serve Me [and no other]” [Sura al-Anbiya’ 21:92].)
4. Our Palestinian people are still living through the phase of national
liberation; they have the right to endcavor to regain their rights and end
the occupation using all available means, including armed resistance,
We must dedicate all our resources to supporting the steadfastness of
our people and provide the with all the necessary means of dc-i'eati.ng
the occupation and establishing the independent Palestinian state with

Jerusalem as its capital.

5. All the Palestinian refugees and deportees have right to return to their
lands and propertics. The right to self-determination and all our national
rights are considered inalicnable rights; they are fixed and cannot be
compromised by any political concessions.

6. Full adherence to our people’s inalterable and genuine rights to the
land, Jerusalem, the holy places, water, [control of our own] borders,
and a fully sovereign Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital.

7. Reinforcing and protecting national Palestinian unity is one of the
priorities of national Palestinian action,

8. The issuc of the prisoners and the detainees tops the list of the prioritics
of Palestinian action.

2. DomeEsTtic PoLicy

At the level of the domestic policy that governs Palestinian political life
with all its dimensions, we aspire to accomplish the following priorities,
which we believe guarantee a future befitting the struggle and sacriiﬁces
of our people and that would bolster their steadfastness in pursuit of
comprchensive liberation and the aspired reform:

1. Preserving national Palestinian invariables and resisting any attempt to

compromise or concede them.

2. Preserving the Palestinian presence in Jerusalem and supporting it
politically, economically, socially, and culturally; resisting the enemy’s
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attempts to Judaize Jerusalem; and protecting the Islamic and Christian
Palestinian holy cites from Zionist desccration.

3. Safeguarding political libertics, pluralism, the freedom to form political
parties, resorting for arbitration to the ballog boxes, and the peaceful
alternation of power are considered the best framework for regulating
Palestinian political activity, and guaranteeing  reform, combating
corruption, and building an advanced Palestinian civil society.

4. Decpening the bonds of national unity, adopting dialogue, and
resorting to logic in addressing internal disputes and prohibiting fighting
and all forms of the usc of force or the threat to usc it within the domestic
framework.

5. Establishing respect for public liberties (freedom of expression,
freedom of the press, freedom of asscmbly, freedom of movement,
freedom of work, etc.) as the living reality of the Palcstinian people.

6. Palestinian blood is one of the taboos within Palestinian society; dialogue
is the only acceptable method for resoly ing intcrnal Palestinian disputes.

7. Prohibiting political detention and rejecting the suppression of the
freedom of speech,

8. Protecting the institutions of civil society and vitalizing their role in
development and in monitoring and inspection,

9. Correcting and rationalizing the role of the security agencies in
protecting the sccurity of the citizen, ending crroncous and arbitrary
practices, guarantceing the liberties of citizens, protecting private
and public propertics, and making these agencies accountable to the
Palestinian Legislative Council.

10. Sccurity collaboration, or so-called security coordination, with the
occupation is a crime against the homeland and against religion; it should
be scverely punished.

1. Protecting the resistance and vitalizing its role in resisting the
occupation and accomplishing the mission of liberation.
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12, Building the decent Palestinian citizen who is proud of his or her
religion, land, freedom, and dignity and who is willing to sacrifice the
precious and the dear in the Cause of Allah.

13. Vitalizing resistance against the construction of the apartheid wall
of separation until it is brought down; all available means should be
employed, including international institutions and courts of justice.

14. Guarantecing the rights of minorities and respecting them in all

aspects of society as equal citizens.

15. Public funds of all types arc the property of the Palestinian people and
should be used in financing comprehensive Palestinian development in a
geographically fair manner that would serve social justice and discourage
abuse, cxtravagance, looting, corruption, and embezzlement,

16. Prisoners, the wounded, and martyrs are the symbols of Palestinian
sacrifice; caring for them and their families and secking the release of the

prisoncrs top the prioritics in our national agenda,

17. Raising the efficiency of the institutions that specialize in supporting
prisoners and their familics and the families of martyrs and the wounded.
Prisoners and martyrs will be treated as if they were still employed and
will be paid a stipend equivalent to the salary they would have receiy ed

from employment in the civil service.

18. Preserving Palestinian Islamic and Christian endowment propertics,
protecting them from aggression and manipulation and developing them
in a manner that would conform to the moral and matcrial value of these
endowments, which are spread across the whole of Palestine.

19, Restoring the relationship between the PLO and the Palestinian National
Authority (PNA) in a manner that serves the national Palestinian objectives
and respects the organizations’ respective fields of specialization.

APFENDICES

3. EXTERNAL RE'LATIONS

l..Conso]idatc relations with the Arab and Islamic world in all ficlds for
being the strategic depth of Palestine and opening up to the rest of the
world’s countries.

2. Revitalize the role of the Arab and Islamic masses in supporting the

rc:qlztance of our people against occupation and in rejecting normalization
with it.

3. Reject racial, territorial, or sectarian claims that seck to divide the
umma,

4. Establish balanced political relations with the family of nations in a
manner that would guarantee an active participation in the international
community, preserve the unity of the umma and [achieve) its advancement
protect the rights {of the umma) and its causes, foremost of which is thf;
Palestinian cause, and deter any aggression toward it,

5. Emphasizc at all international levels in all world forums the illcgitimacy
of the occupation and all that comes out of it,

6. Consider occupation to be the ugliest form of terrorism and resisting it

Iwnth all means a right that is guaranteed by Divine religions and internal
aw.

?. Call on all the good peoples and powers in the world to join together
in an alliance to establish a just world peace that is based on ridding the
world of all forms of occupation and of the remnants of colonialism and
preventing foreign intervention in peoples” internal affairs.

8.. Restore respect for the Palestinian rights in Arab and international
circles, cspecially the right to be free from occupation, the right of the
refugees to return home, and the right to establish a fully sovercign
Palestinian state and to press for the issuance of resolutions and positions
that support thesc rights.
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9. Call on the international community to contribute effectively to
rebuilding the towns and villages and to providing them with the
necessary infrastructure.

10. Reject conditional grants that are only given in exchange for
compromising our national principles and carnestly seck honorable

altcrnatives.

4. ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM & FIGHTING CORRUPTION

1. Eliminate all forms of corruption; consider it a main contributing
factor to weakening the internal Palestinian front and to undermining the
foundations of national unity, and pursuc investigations into administrative
and financial corruption in order to bring the culprits to justice.

2. Enhance transparency, monitoring, auditing, and accountability in
dealing with matters pertaining to the budget in all of its phases (planning,
preparation, discussion, endorsement, and implementation).

3. Modernizing administrative rules and systems in a manner that would
cnhance the cfficiency of administrative departments so as to prov ide

services with casc and comfort at all levels.

4. Implement the concepts of decentralization, the delegation of

authority, and shared decision making.

5. Reformulate the policy of employment in the civil service in a
manner that would guarantee cqual opportunities for all the children
of the Palestinian people on the basis of their qualifications and would
climinate nepotism, partisan favoritism, and red tape in appointments
and promotions in all government departments and public agencies.

6. Form a national parliamentary committee to inspect the dispensing
of Palestinian endowment funds, both Islamic and Christian, in order to
guarantee proper conduct and cnable to accomplish its goals.

7. Fight slackness in government performance and the wastage of public
funds and endcavor to bolster a scnsc of responsibility at all levels of

i
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emplo_y!.‘ncnt. (“Each of you is a shepherd [guardian] and cach of you is
responsible for his lock™ — as stated in a Prophetic hadith).

8. e polic calli

. AdOsPtl:hL policy of [cailing to account thosc in authority questioning
em] “where have you acquired this from?” in order to call to account

those employed in the civil service.

5. LEGI1sLATIVE PoLicy aND Jupiciar REForm
1. Establish Islamic Shari’a as the main source of lcgislation in Palestine

2 . .
Em]?haslze the separation among the three powers: the legislative, the
executive, and the judiciary. ,

3. Revitalize the role of the Constitutional Court

4. Scek to ena(,:t legislations that would take into consideration the specific
values and hcrltagc of the Palestinian people.

5. Establish a judicial training institute.

6. Res ici
- :it;‘ucture the Supreme Judicial Council so that its members are
clecte > 1 i
e rom among the judges of Palestine on the basis of qualifications
n cxpencrlce with no consideration for political or social factionalism
or personal interests. .

FfEn.aCt lau.s‘ aimed at \ltallzmg Judlcmry inspection 5o as to achieve
effective aud]tmg within the judiciary at all levels

dEnact lle:iws that would bar the politicization of the general prosccution

and w l

: \u?u cn.furc the observance of the parameters of qualification

inspection, review, and accountability ’
<

9. Amend the law pertaining to civil and commercial trials and the law
(?f]?ena] procedures so as to prevent the proionging of court procedures

limit the number of adjourncd cases, and determine an y c? tim T’rcf’
for cach type of case and for the period of adjournment. PP o
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. . e . d
10. Reinforce democracy and shura in the various fields and positions a

achieve cffective participation.

11, End the government’s encroachment on the constitution: 15.su1ng£
' i i tion o
temporary laws, repetitive amendments, delaying the implementa

laws, or other forms of abuses.

12. Reject any legislations or agreement with the enemy that contravene
the rights of our Palestinian people.

6. PusBLic LiBERTIES AND CITIZEN RIGHTS

iti hat
1. Implement the principle that citizens arc equal before the law and ¢

they arc cqual in rights and duties.

. . . . her
2. Provide each citizen with security and with protcction for ]:;S ortirJn
life and properties; no citizen should be subjected to arbitrary deten

or torture or rc\'enge.

. . L . < for
3. End the intervention of security agencics in the issuing of hcensc
' i ini ing i tions, as
publications, rescarch centers, and public opinion polling institu ,
well as their intervention in employment.

4. Reinforce the culture of dialogue and respect for aill opinions thit (lc;
not contradict the people’s faith or their cultural heritage ::‘nc}ll con}f rucl
inci thought anc
i i i sel on the principles of freedom o
an information policy basec ; reed . ‘
expression, fairness and the accommodation of diversity, pluralism, an

the right to free choice.
§. Protect the rights of people with special needs (the pris:oners and ;hc;ln'
fa.milics the familics of martyrs, women, children, the disabled, and the

poor).

i 1 ists to
6. Protect media institutions and guarantee the right of journalis

acquire information and to publish it.

i 5 e i dence
7. Protect the freedom to form trade unions, preserve the indepen
of the trade unions, and avoid all forms of despotism,
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8. Recognize political groups, cncourage them and benefit from their
role and support the various institutions of civil society,

9. Adopt the principle of equal epportunities and appointing the right
person to the right position.

7. EDucaTIONAL POULICY

Since education is the foundation necessary to build the gencration
capable ofcnvisioning the future of the homeland and accomplishing the

dream of freedom, liberation, and independence, our list will scek to do
the following:

1. Observe the foundations on which the philosophy of education in
Palestineisbased. These include the principle that Islam isa comprchensive
system that applies to all aspects of life and that dignifics the human being,
striking a balance between individual and community rights.

2. Implement mandatory education and expand secondary education in
both branches, the vocational and the acadcmic.

3. Develop the curricula and teaching methods in conformity with the

philosophy and objectives of education in Palestine and according to the
needs of ecach age.

4. Pay attention to the humanities and focus on languages, especially the
Arabic language at various levels of education.,

5. Establish the ethics of the teaching profession, respect the rights of the
teachers, and develop their skills.

6. Enact legislations aimed at protecting the teaching and academic process

in universities and higher education institutions from abuse, unfairness,
and favoritism.

7. Establish and develop institutions that specialize in pm\iding carc to
the talented, high achievers, and those with extraordinary capabilitics.
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8. Develop the foundations of higher education and support scientific
rescarch, including the cstablishment of the Palestinian Scicntific Research

Center.

9. End the practice of using school facilitics for multiple terms a day and

increase the number of schools.

10. Reduce the number of students per class and the number of stuclents
per teacher at all levels of education, especially the clementary level.

11, Encourage the formation of student unions and provide them with
support and with the appropriate climate so as to perform well and so as
to maintain schools and universities as bastions of national action.

12. Provide all schools with athlctic and cultural facilities as well as with

laboratorics and computers.

13, Provide schools across the homeland with the resources so as to teach
various disciplines by attracting migrant Palestinian talents and training
those who live inside the homeland.

14. Encourage ficld trips and internal tourism and include them in the
educational requirements, especially as part of the national curriculum.

15. Encourage private educational institutions at all levels (pre-university)
because of the savings they contribute to the state budget and the
competition they provoke within the educational sector as a whole,

16. Permit the licensing of quality nonprofit private universities so
as to cncourage competition, which in turn results in more qualified
graduates and keeps students at home, providing substantial savings to

our CCOI’]OITI)(.

17. Attend to vocational, technical, and agricultural education and training.

18. Develop the educational strategics that focus on qualification and shun
all forms of favoritism in employment. The quality of those graduating
from the educational system will be considered first and foremost.
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19, Su}?port the Necdy Univcrsity Students® Fund and dev clop its
n'lcchamsms $0 as to Increasc its transparency and objectivity and deliver
aid to those who deserve it

8. ON THE SUBJECT OF PREACHING AND
ProvibinG RELIGIOUs GuIDANCE

1.1 ’ i

; mprc?\c the efficiency of preachers and religious guides, equate their
status \:Vlth‘ that of their peers in other ministrics, provide them with
rewarding incentives, and formulate fajr rulcs and guidelines.

2. End all forms ofsccurity intervention in this apparatus, enablc working
scholars to perform their roles, and end the policy of exclusion

3. Review the Law of Admonition and Guidance so that those with the

necessary know[edgc and the lificati
quatiftcations may perform thei igious
and national duties. P s

4, i
-C.are for the mosques, build more of them, and reinvigorate their
missionary and educational role in socicty.

5. Attend t'0 tl'?e issucs pertaining to hajj and ‘umra [pilgrimage] in order
to enable pllgrlms to perform their rituals with case and comfort,

9. SociaL Povricy

1. Support the correct foundation and cohesion of the Palestinian family
50 as to constitute the solid foundation of our social values and moral
cthics.

2. Estaf?llsh social solidarity and encourage and expand the cxisting social
Ero}:cctm? network so as to guarantec the social and political stability of
oth the family and socicty and bolster the elements of steadfastness

3. Provide social servi i
ovide social services (education, healthcare, and social security) and

oth S . . .
er public scrvices to all citizens without discrimination, favoritism . or
partisanship. ’
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i “Im SO as ieve equality and fairness amon
4. Unify the pension system so as to achieve equality g

pensioners.

5. With regard to Personal Status Law and Shari’a Courts:

It is necessary to enact a single law derived from
Shari’a texts and from the recognized jurisprudential
schools and to opt for what best suits the needs of the

Palestinian Muslim socicty in the modern cra.

Enact legislation pertaining to the Shari’a cou.rts of various
levels, to be implemented in a unified manner (in Jerusalem,
the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip), including the laws
of endowment, inheritance, and non-Muslim sccts.

Seek a reasonable representation of the Shari’a
courts in the Palestinian Constitutional Court.

6. I reserve thc 504 la] Fabl 1( Of thc I alestlnlan PEOPIC and Publlc mor alltV 3
llat'b Clal PI "lClPlC ) v t d a[]d PIC\ Cllta]l}‘ measures
guat antec t O sarc not l()la cd,

or legislations that may undermine them.

;. SUPPOIt tlle S()Clal institutions t]lat care ]()1 tllﬁ various []la]glllall/cd
- . q
scctions Ol SOClcty bucll as w 0'[]0“, Chl]dl C]l, or Phal 18, tlle POOI , df ld tl 105C

with special necds,
8. Develop ceducational and vocational training centers and institutions

i still in captivi hen when freed so as
to care for prisoners when still in captivity and ¢ froed so 2
to integrate them into socicty and cnable them to contribu

development of the homeland.

9. Provide comprehensive educational and healthcare to the familics of
martyrs and prisoners and all the needy segments of socicty.

10. Revitalize, organize, and develop the zakat committces.

104

VEEENDICFS

'T. Combat poverty by pursuing justice in wealth distribution, and
cencourage charitable associations and lift restrictions that may impede
their activities.

12, Develop systems of social security so as to help eliminate poverty and
maintain social harmony in the Palestinian society,

13. Combat narcotics and intoxicants and all forms of bad behavior
through education, awareness programs, and exercising legal measures.

14. Support institutions that care for the disabled and those with special
needs and dcvclop programs to facilitate their integration into society,

15. Adopt a clear policy to care for the human clement inside various
departments by dcvc]oping the labor force and providing workers with
job security and psychological stability.

16. Revitalize reconciliation committecs and support them financiaily,
for they play an important role in rcsol\'ing disputes among members
of the community and in restoring climates of amicability and harmony
among feuding partics,

1o. CULTURAL AND MEDIA PoLricy
Because of the significant role played by cultural institutions and
the media in forming the convictions and thoughts of citizens and

hence the idcntity of the umma, our list will pursuc the fo”owing:

1. Base media policy on the principles of the freedoms of thought and
expression and on the value of honesty.

2. Immunize the citizens, especially young people, against corruption,
Westernization, and intcliectual invasion.

3. Facilitate the work of journalists and the mass media and guarantec the
right of the masses to learn the truth.
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4. End the intervention of security agencies in the issuing of licenses for
publications, research centers, and public opinion polling institutions.

5. Elevate the level of public knowledge and awareness of rights, duties,

responsibilitics, and their consequences.

6. Revitalize the public sector media and liberate them from factionalism,

increasing professionalism and transparency in their programs.

7. Found a public foundation, and encourage the founding of private ones,
to specialize in Palestinian heritage, modern history, and holy places.

8. Direct the official media to contribute to the advancement of Palestinian
society and bolster its steadfastness. These media will be turned into
pulpits expressing truthfully the struggle of the Palestinian people and
the nobility of their cause. They will be encouraged to provide a spacious
platform for politicians, thinkers, and journalists to raise the issues freely
but without infringing on the national principles.

11. WoMEN, CHILDREN, AND THE FAMILY

1. Protect and care for children, emphasizing their right to a proper
upbringing, nutrition, physical and psychological care, guidance, and

education,

2. The Palestinian woman is a partner in jihad and resistance as well as in

building and development. |

3. Guarantee women rights and establish the legislative framework for
supporting them, and endeavor to enable women to contribute in social, ]
economic, and political development,

4. Shicld women with Islamic education by making them aware of their l
legitimate rights, and affirm women’s independent personalitics, based

on chastity, decency, and observance.

30045

AFPEMINCES

S. P.{e\'ltahzc the role of \'oluntary women’s institutions, which are a
significant section of civil socicty.
6. Establish units in the countryside to teach women carpet and mat

weaving, .spmning, and other such crafts, in order to provide rural
women with job Opportunitics.

7. Enconragc the utilization of women’s resources in the public sphere
and hlghhght the role of women in bui!ding socicty.

8. Support the stability of the family by:

: dcvcloping legislation specific to the working womman with the
aim of achlevmg famil}r stabi]ity and generational protection;
]

showing solidarit)' with families whose
houses have been demolished or whose children
have been detained or are on the run;

providing adequate health clinics and hospitals
50 as to supply healtheare to familics and attend to
all the needs of maternity and childhood;

protecting women from all forms of abuse and
exploitation that demean them or treat them as if they
were bodies and nothing clse, as in advcrtising or as in
the case of forcing them to perform illicit activities,

12. Yours IssuEs

]l. Expand' the Founding of youth institutions and clc\'elop those that
already exist so as to guarantce building a wholcsome youth personalit)-'
and to encourage dialoguc among the youth.

ZF.F.Support sports and cultural clubs, put an cnd to interventions in their
attairs, and combat negative phenomena within them .
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3. Support and encourage the talented and the innovative. z.amrjmg th-e
youth in diverse fields and provide them with job opportunities in their

respective ficlds.

4. Care for the youth and immunize them against corruption and

immora]ity.

5. Provide the youth, especially university graduates, with honorable and

appropriate job opportunities.

6. Enhance the participation of the youth in political, social, and cultural
activities and in constructive arts.

7. Support sports tcams’ participation in local, Arab, lslamlc,dand
international tournaments and construct sports halls and playgrounds to

serve this end.
13. Housing PoLicy

1. Allocate certain public property lands for the establishmf—nlt of
residential complexes and villages to distribute them am(;nqg) dowr
carning citizens, especially those whose homes have been cl.cmo‘ ished, o
impoverished families and the families of martyrs and detainees.

2. Address the shortage of housing for low carners and the cfrowding in
housing, especially inside the Gaza Strip and some areas within the West

Bank.

3. Encourage the construction of functional housing cor.nplexes‘thlat
are annexed to public service institutions, such as schools, hospitals,

universitics, and other general facilities,

i i “tors
4. Distribute charitable housing equitably so as to encourage benefacto

to continue funding such projccts.

5. Stimulate the construction sector by funding housing projects and
public building projects in order to speedily contribute to:
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solving the problem of unemployment among the
Palestinians who used to be employed in [srael, most of
whom possess experience and talents in construction;

reduce the rent the government pays for its buildings,
and consequently alleviate some of the burden borne by
the buclgct and divert the resources to other prioritics;

dcvelop social scrvices by providing new premises or expanding
existing ones, especially in the sectors of education and healthcare,

6. Provide housing for junior civil servants and low earners
at cost price or with interest-frec loans, encourage housing
contracts and rcmed}ring cases ofinsol\'ency.

7. Adopt structural and regional plans for Palestinian towns and \’il]agcs.

14. HEALTH PoLicy

1. Reform the health insurance system and make it available to al] citizens,
starting with the poor, who are in morc need,

2. Set a schedule for achicy ing medical sufﬁcicncy in all ficlds to prevent
the cxpenditure of public funds on treatment abroad.

3. Expand the services of primary healthcare and public health centers

to facilitate medical treatment and casc the burden on citizens in 1 illages
and smal] towns.

4. Develop public health services that will surpass in quality the services
provided by the private sector,

5. Draw the necessary plans to cxpand the construction of fu“} integrated
hospitals, dcpending on the needs of different regions.

6. Achieve a balance in specializations and cxpertise in hospitals and

an equitable distribution of qualificd personnel and cquipment in all
rcgions.
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7. Provide incentives that reward doctors, nurses, and other workers
in the health sector who work in rural arcas as well, as those with rarc

specializations in the health sector.
8. Encourage private and specialized health services.

9. Elevate the standard of the health sector (doctors, pharmacists, nurses,
and health administrators) to meet the needs and requirements of the

Palestinian society.

10. Provide appropriatc health facilitics to care for the wounded
and disabled who were injured during the Palestinian jihad, without
discrimination among the different segments of the Palestinian people.

11. Provide free and appropriate healthcare to the familics of martyrs,
the wounded, invalids, and captives.

12. Endeavor to provide a clean environment by developing the culture
of public cleanliness, planting trecs along the roads and in public parks,
and cncouraging private and public gardcning.

13. In coordination with international agencies, protect the environment,
stop Palestinian environmental deterioration, and resist the continuing
pollution of the Palestinian lands as a result of the practices of the
occupation and the Zionist settlements, and expose these practices at the

international level.

14. Maintain the Gaza coast so that it remains clean, pleasant, and suitable
for summer vacationing and tourism, stop infringements such as refuse
dumping and prevent pollution caused by the pumping of houschold and

industrial drainage into the sca.

15. Follow up the studies on getting rid of the environmental disaster
caused by the existence of treatment pools to the north of the Gaza Strip,
allocate new land to increase the number of “refuse dumping sites” in the
Gava Strip and the West Bank, and establish projects to make use of the

refuse.

——————
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15. AGRICULTURAL PorLicy

1. D::e]op the agricultural sector and animal resources in order first
to ac lc‘vc food security for the Palestinian people, and subscquently a
surplus in production for export purposes, ’

2. Endeavor to categorize lands in Palestine, determine their agricultural
uses, such as' for. growing citrus, grains, fruits, ctc., and cnacting the
necessary legislation for dcve[oping them.

3 . l(estl ucture a[]d rey lta]l/,e thC lal IMCrs union across a” tl ¢ Pl OVINCES 50

. . . . .
s.to. contribute to lmplementlng agricultural policies aimed at advancin
this Important sector, ¢

]:-. Elclldeavor to adopt an agricultural credit system to replace the interest-
ased system and encourage in-kind agricultural loaning.

5.. E.ndeavor to improve coordination among the concerned agencies
within the agricultural sector with regard to policy making rodﬁction
manufacture, and marketing, and seek to open up Arab and’ifternationai
markets for Palestinian agricultural produce as part of the availabl
preferential treatment agreements, e

6. i
Crea.te the necessary infrastructure for agricultural dcvclopmcnt by
promoting comprehensive rural dcvclopment.

7. Encourage the establishment of food processing projects that make use

of leftovers; develop th i
: P the quality of locally produced seeds. insecticidec
and fertilizers. -  ecterdes

8. Attend to the fishing industry and protect the rights of fishermen.
9. Regulate the import, marketing, and use of insecticides and agricultural

oL e
n.atcrma_ry medications; ration the use of chemical fertilizers, and
provide agricultural guidance services, ,
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10. Encourage the reclamation of lands and support their farming and

irrigation.
11. Develop animal resources and bridge the gap between demand and
supply.

12. Monitor the performance of the Coastal Water Authority to ensure
that it best serves the interests of the homeland and citizens.

16. Economic, FiscaL, AND MoNETARY PoLicy

i s 3 hen they spend, are not
The Almighty Allah says: “Those who, w y
extravagangt and not niggardly, but hold a just [balance] between those

[extremes}” (Sura al-Furqan 25:67).

The Almighty also says: “Allah will deprive usury of all blessing,
but will give increase for deeds of charity; for He loves not creatures

ungrateful and wicked” (Sura al-Baqarah 2:67).

1. Achieve economic and monetary independence and disengage W:lth ithc
Zionist entity and its cconomy and currency by ending the subordination
to it and issuing a Palestinian currency.

. . » P ons.
2. Review economic and fiscal legislations and regulati

3. Foster the appropriate legal and procedural covironment to cncc;uragc;
investment and enact additional vital economic laws, such as the law o

preventing monopoly and the law of customs.

i isti ;" rage self
4. Endcavor to establish a “resisting cconomy” and encnu g oo
dependency; shun extravagance and abusc; avoid unproductlvrz pr1 o]Jc§ s
or those that damage social and moral matrices, such as nightclubs,

gambling parlors, etc.

5. Thoroughiy consider the wide distribution of projects so as to prntect
them and lessen the likelihood that the enemy will strike these projects

Oor 1Imposc SiC:,_{C or sanctions.

LPEE M DICES

6.Reconsiderinternational cconomicagrcements, takinginto consideration
the special circumstances of the Palestinian cconomy. The following are
among the most tmportant agreements that will be reviewed:

Paris economic agrecment

Free trade agreement with the United States of America
Partnership agrcement with the European Union
Economic cooperation agreements with Egypt and jordan

7. Develop economic and trade rclations with the Arab and Islamic
world by cont ]uding preferential trade agrecments that will contribute
to the development of Palestinian economy and assist it in ending its
subordination to the Isracli cconomy.

8. Formulate cconomic policies  (fiscal, monctary, operational,
commercial, industrial, and agricultural) that seck (during the term
of the PLC, which lasts four years) to accomplish balanced economic
deve]opmcnt, bolster local resources, protect vulnerable groups,
preserve social solidarity, stabilize prices and wages, combat poverty,
reduce uncmployment, keep inflation under control, achieve cconomic
growth, and improve individual standard ofli\ing.

9. Develop the infrastructure to meet the requirements of the industrial,
agricultural, and public services sectors; concentrate on training and
qualifying the Palestinian labor force so as to fulfill the needs of the
Palestinian market, and conscquently solve the problem of dependence
on the Israeli market for employment.

10. Protect public property and assets and utilize them in a manner that
brings general benefit to current and future generations. This requires
implementing an ambitious program of fiscal and administrative reform
in PNA agencics and departments, and using intcrnational aid to best
achieve the objectives of comprehensive development, in order to end
extravagance and misappropriation and thus achieve social justice,
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11. Review the prices of gas and other petroleum products and of
clectricity, telephone, and water so as to alleviate the burden borne by

citizens.

12. Attend to Palestinian production sectors by implementing the
recommendations of serious scientific studies, especially those that seck
to develop the internal resources of the Palestinian economy.

13. Develop the Palestinian trade and customs policy so as to correspond
with the development needs of the Palestinian economy and the objectives
of Palestinian foreign trade.

14. Reformulate the income tax law to make tax and therefore case the
burden on low carners; and amend indirect taxation in the Palestinian
cconomy and reduce the valuc added tax so as to correspond to the

Palestinian growth level.

17. QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO LABOR AND LABORERS

1. Respect, develop, and encourage the activitics of trade unions and

specialized professional associations.

2. Set a minimum wage for the various labor sectors so as to guarantee an
acceptable standard of decent ]iving.

3. Implement a serious national plan to deal with uncmployment. The
plan should rely on developing the local resources of the Palestinian
cconomy and the appropriate usc of funds (whether local or through

international aid).

4. Disseminate labor culture and awarcness of rights and duties among
all workers in the various sectors using diffcrent legitimate means and

methods,

5. Include workers in all sectors in the comprehensive health insurance

system.
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6. Develop labor law to guarantee the rights of laborers, including their
right to form and join unions, and to cnsure justice for workers in all
production sectors,

7. Link workers' wages and salarics to the inflation index,
18. TRANSPORT AND PASSAGES
1. Repair and modernize all roads throughout the homeland,

2. Construct new roads connecting towns and villages; citizens displaced
reserve the right to be compensated.

3. Affirm the importance of active and free communication between the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip.

4. Open free passages between Palestine and Egypt and between
Palestine and Jordan and reject any degree of forcign intervention in
thesc passages.

5. Endeavor to open the port and the airport so as to contribute to the
dcvclopment of the Palestinian economy and facilitate communication
among the children of the one people, inside and outside.

CoNcLusIoN

The blessed al Aqgsa Intifada has created new facts on the ground that have
rendered the Oslo programathing of the past, and diflerent parties, including
the Zionist occupation, have already spoken about “burying Oslo.” Our
people today are more united, more aw are, and more invincible, Hamas is
approaching the clections hay ing, with the help of Allah and in cooperation
with all the honorable ones, reinforced the method of resistance and
engraved it in the minds, hearts, and souls of our people.

Brothers and sisters the voters,

This is our manifesto, which we submit to you. We share your ambition
and place our hand in yours. We do not claim to create miracles and we
do not possess a magic wand.
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However, together we aim and proceed toward actlievmgf our
national project along the path toward our greater goals: a single, free,

and guided umma.

Brothers and sisters the voters, .
Responsibility is mutual; righteous deeds are rewarded by the Almighty
Allah. ‘ .

Our approach relies on trustworthy and qualified representatives wl;]o
pledge sincerity to Allah and loyalty to Him, to th-.'-.peoplc, and to tbc
causc. S0, rest assured that they will fulfill their promises and prove to be

truthful to their slogans.

Brothers and sisters the voters, .
When you stand before the ballot box, remember yourﬂn;spons: i t‘):r
when you meet the Almighty Allah. You ale er‘ltrustcd »?'1;: \{;:l».lur vtc;m
in choosing your rcpresentative to the chlslat?\fz Coum.]l.. ‘ C::) th(;
representative speaks and discusses issues pertaining to re lglion, !
homeland, and to future, he or she acts on your behalf. So mal el-surj )Ot;
make the right choice, through which you aim to please yourf or ar;;
your Prophet, peace be upon him. “Truly the hest’:)F persons for you
employ is the [one] who is strong and trustworthy.

Ycs, make the right choice for your hapPin(,:fs and the happiness of
your people, God wil]ilngh. “Islam :{s thlf: Solution.
is i h toward change and reform.
10—};1: ;:rz;::a];itis our means tfrcbuild the socicty that has bc.c.n dcsz:;)i:;l
by occupation and to protect its resis.tancc. Our prograrnF lzlal (])I:)I‘ s
toward bolstering Islamic-national unity along the path of. u h i elia ‘ .
Our program is the program of the entire people and the entire homeland.

(And say: “Work [rightcousness]: soon will Allah observe yourbwcl)(rk, T;i
His Messenger, and the Believers: soon will you be 'brought ac| 'to "
Knower of what is hidden and what is open: then will He show you the
truth of all that you did” [Sura al-Tawhbah 9:105].)

Brothers and sisters the voters, )
Your vote is a testimony, so testify nothing but the truth.
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