Political programme of the Islah party

Introduction 

Praise be to Allah Lord of the worlds.

Prayer and peace be on Prophet Mohammed the last messenger, his family and companions and all those who follow the guidance until The Last Day.

In the early stages of decline of Islamic Civilisation, anxiety grew as the decline became a fact that has withered various aspects of the Islamic way of life - starting with the political system. This erosion of identity reached to the core of the human being. When all this was recognised, the Islamic Nation's (Ummah) anxieties turned to limited confused action searching for the way to return, and escape from this destructive trap.

During this endeavour there appeared movements and initiatives, best characterised by their attempts at partial or superficial reform which did not reach to the core of the problem.

These reform initiatives remained attached to the symptoms which made it only natural for it to adopt a defensive, reactionary stance as it was governed by the tremor of defeat and the agony of (Islamic) civilisational decline.

During the various stages of conflict between a contracting civilisation and another that is spreading removing others from its path, it became clear to the observer of this conflict the nature of the problem, and it was apparent that the fault, which needs to be identified first before initiating the renaissance - lies in the nations fabric which made it grow incapable of renewal, continuity, and innovation.

We became a nation living an ineffective life, due to the rapid collapses all along the decades and centuries. It is Allah's will that our nation was always saved from being completely swamped. Despite the large conspiracies and recurring attacks and wars, the Islamic civilisation could not be destroyed. There remained its belief, whereby the nation of Islam, despite its incapabilities and backwardness, has kept the seeds of survival that will enable it to renew its civilisation.

In the worst periods of decline, we never lost belief nor commitment as individuals, with all the negativism and stagnation that was associated with them. What we lost was the institution which nurtures the natural instincts of man, doing away with the causes of deviation and widening the circle of adherence to religion to include more of life's realities, with man's goodness and well-being as the objective.

Material success, is in other words the comprehensive achievement of civilisation. This is the challenge which confronts us today and represents a priority in the lists of concerns.

It has become necessary today to put forward the comprehensive Islamic system in the arena of conflict between civilisations. This is the system (Menhaj) that is able to withstand the challenges and has the constituents of civilisation.

The Islamic movements are requested today more than ever before to understand the nature of the conflict and to comprehend the priorities of its civilisational endeavour under the huge challenges of the current period which represent the peak of civilisation conflict and its most dangerous. Foremost amongst which are the following:

1. Cultural and social challenges; 

2. Backwardness; 

3. Zionist endeavours. 

Hence, the objective today is represented in returning to our selves, to move human endeavour, to relive a new civilisational revival, to move from a period of negative rejectionism to a period of comprehension of our role, with all its constituents.

The Islamic civilisational endeavour which we are seeking, is essentially an international human one, seeking goodness for mankind. It is an endeavour of broad horison that knows no boundaries - in which action and innovations are assured to blend with the movement of the universe and nature in complete harmony and in which the spirit, mind and body are balanced. This is an endeavour that is based on faith, where the link between the Heavens and Earth are acknowledged.

Yemen has the unique characteristics which can make it an important building block in this endeavour for revival of civilisation. It is important to realise these characteristics so that Yemen can occupy a prominent role.

Since the dawn of history, Yemen has contributed to the human civilisation. Yemenis have contributed to the make up of the old world, a factor that gives civilisational depth which bears witness to the fact that religion was a 'prominent feature. The Yemenis accepted Judaism and Christianity when they appeared on the world scene.

When Islam was brought to mankind, Yemenis were among the first people to accept it willingly. They became one united entity within the nation of Islam - the nation of goodness - and as such became a center for intellectual enlightenment.

Even during the periods of decline in the Muslim world, Yemen produced leaders who played important roles in the process of revival and renewal. People like Ibn Al-Wazeer, Al-Muqbili, Al-Jalal, Ibn Al-Ameer and Al-Shawkani are among many others.

During the Thirties of the present century, and along the same line of renewal, the current reform movement started to take shape at the hand of a few pioneers who devoted their energies to reform the conditions which prevailed in our country. Through speech, poetry and peaceful campaigns and other times through struggle and revolutionary means such pioneers conducted their reform campaign. The 1948 revolution was the beginning of a new method of change, continued through the movement of 1958, the uprising of 1959 and the eventual victory of 26th September 1962, which in turn led to the beginning of the revolution of 14th October 1963.

The struggle continued with the defence of the revolution and the republican regime and opposing the British occupation (in the south) as the new objectives. This was supported by our sister country Egypt until victory for our people was assured by the defeat of the royalist forces in February 1968 and the independence from Britain in 30th November 1967.

Following the victory of the two revolutions, new objectives came to the fore revolving around the defence of the revolutionary path, in case of deviation whether by the remains of royalists or British influence, and the stage of state-building. The right pre-condition for this was re-uniting the homeland. Efforts to achieve this continued until the dream was fulfilled on 22 May 1990. Unity was an end in itself, but became a mean which gave rise to new objectives and goals. Foremost among these are the following.

1. Protection of the united homeland and removal of the remaining signs of division. 

2. Strengthening of the modern state and developing the new political experiment which is based on shura and democracy and multiparty system. 

3. Comprehensive re-development. 

Unification was achieved by mature dialogue and popular interaction which represented great civilised achievement that gave shura and democracy new depths, making it the only choice and the most suitable means to protecting the unity of the country and building the Yemen of the future ... Yemen of civilisation and revival ... Yemen of prominence and advancement ... Yemen in which the citisens - groups and individuals - compete to promote it among other nations.

Within this process the Yemeni Islah Party (YIP) was established on 13th September 1990 to be the lively continuation of the modern Yemen reform movement and a framework for all who seek to reform and change the current situation to a better one guided by Islamic faith and Shari'ah.

The YIP appreciates the enormity of the challenges inherited from the royal and colonial past as well as the period of division, all of which reinforce the backwardness which cannot be simply overcome in a short period of time with limited efforts based on minor corrective measures in the political institutions or changes of positions within the ruling establishment. What is needed, however, is the interaction and participation of the whole population and all the popular forces, social and political, that are sincere and true to this country, through a programme that achieves a comprehensive revival based on firm principles which facilitate consensus and allow for the building of the individual, as the core of society, and activates and mobilises society by utilising all its powers to build the Yemeni state. A state based on justice, law and order. Such a programme requires strong will from people who must posses ability and integrity.

For this, the YIP puts forward a programme of action for reform and development representing a vision based on Islam as a faith and Shari'ah and a life governing guidance. This is because we realise that success will not be the result of any programme that is not based on people's belief and noble values, or not taking account of their suffering and embodying their hopes and aspirations, while at the same time it should be centered on the realities and events of their experience. As well as appreciating the network of external and internal factors that influence the running of its affairs. A programme that appreciates the need for a gradual approach and a recognition for the time factor in the plan for reform and change that is desired.

This is our programme and direction to which we invite and to which we adhere. We will work to achieve it, through our participation in Government or in opposition, by working with all the political and popular forces in society.

Principles and approach

FIRST: ISLAM AS A BELIEF AND A LIFE-GOVERNING LAW (SHARI'AH)

Islam is a belief from which a complete vision emerges for humans, universe and life, and a law (Shari'ah) that organises every aspect of life. For Islam is God's eternal religion, in which Yemeni people believe, permitting what it permits, forbidding what it forbids, obeying its orders, accepting its guidance and seek its judgment in their disputes and use it as the basis from which to resolve their problems.

By following Islam and treading along the path of its teaching, happiness and goodness is achieved for humanity - both in this world and in the Hereafter. Allah says in the Qur'an:

As sure, there comes to you guidance from Me, whosoever follows My guidance, will not lose his nor fall into misery." Ta'ha (20:123)

SECOND: JUSTICE

Justice is one of God's patterns (Sunan) on which the Heavens and Earth are based. Civilisation cannot be built and countries cannot achieve stability without justice. God only sent messengers and scriptures so that people will be governed with justice.

Justice cannot be established without guarantees of freedom, equality and shura. Through justice, balance can be achieved between the rights of individuals and groups, and through it we can guarantee that the state and its institutions do not turn against the interest of the citisen.

Establishing justice is a practical endeavour which necessitates that society owns the tools and means to realise justice and defeat aggression. This is so that individuals are brought up on values and principles which encourage them to sacrifice in the cause of justice and establishing equality between people. Governance is based on justice as represented by the governing authority in itself and by implementing it in its domain.

Establishing comprehensive justice cannot be without adherence to Shari'ah of Islam and its guidance in all aspects of life. The Yemeni Reform Group (YRG) shall work to realise a number of basic aims which guarantee the establishment of justice. Among these aims are the following.

1. Educating society about the necessity of justice and what it entails. To strengthen the faith-based safeguards which guarantee the neutrality of individuals and groups so far as justice is concerned and encourage them to sacrifice in the cause of justice and to prevent injustice. 

2. Strengthening the institutions which guarantee the fulfilment of justice and guaranteeing the rights of every one. To open up opportunity for all citisen's political participation, guarantees equality of opportunity, social security, job opportunity, preventing unwarranted wealth accumulation and making the country's resources meet the needs of the majority in society. 

THIRD: LIBERTY

God created man with free will, able to choose whatever desired of opinions and activities. Liberty is a natural characteristic of man.

Freedom in Islam is based on its nature as a unity-based faith (one God) which calls man to free himself from the chains which restrain him and to serve God alone and resist every attempt to deprive him of his freedom, and to help others to do so. Islam recognises that depriving one of his freedom is a direct challenge to the Creator, and made it compulsory on the authority to protect people's liberties and to create the environment which motivates people to liberate themselves from all social pressures.

Freedom, understood this way, is a noble value and a fundamental principle encompassing all aspects of human life that gets entrenched in the person's inner being - in his intellect and his comprehension, making that individual free in his view of himself and his view of others. Freedom is absolute and cannot be constrained except by religious values. Exercising constraint on freedom should be guided by two factors.

Firstly, acknowledging the general principle on which freedom is founded, and secondly that constraint of freedom should not be to the extent of confiscating this basic right.

Respecting freedoms is a life necessity and an important precondition for releasing the energies of the individuals, their creativity and encouraging citisens to the productive -the central pillar of reform and the pre-condition for revival. For this reason, The YIP gives human rights and defence of freedoms due importance in its political and social programs. The YIP shall work to:

1. Deepen the AWARENESS of the importance of freedoms and the dangers of any attack on, or restrictions of, liberties. 

2. Organise the judicial monitoring of the activities of the authorities as the most important guarantor, for the practical protection of the rights of citisens and their freedoms. 

3. Organise various political means to guarantee and protect the freedoms of citisens according to the rules and principles of Islam in the following areas: 

a. Personal freedoms which relate to the individual and his private life, such as his right to security, peace and freedom of movement. The sanctity of one's home, privacy of his communications and all the rights of citisenship including career choice. 

b. Freedom to express opinion and publication of knowledge and arts so far as it does not conflict with the rules of Shari'ah. 

c. Economic freedom, such as the right to personal ownership, and to consider ownership as a right and a social duty. Freedom to undertake trade and commerce, so long as it does not infringe on the common interest, and adheres to the rule of Shari'ah. 

d. Political freedom, where citisens can exercise their right to participate in elections and to nominate themselves for membership of parliament as well as other official and popular bodies and to occupy posts within the public sector. The right to assemble and to establish societies, clubs, trades unions, political parties and other political organisations is also guaranteed 

FOURTH: EQUALITY

The principle of equality is based on the fact that of the human being is one. All humans are from Adam. The essence of equality is the equality under the law between members of society. All people, rich or poor, strong or weak, ruler or subject are equal in front of the law and the judiciary. No differences are recognised whether due to race, sex, colour, profession or social status.

The YIP shall work effortlessly to strengthen the principle of equality among all members of society.

FIFTH: SHURA AND DEMOCRACY

Shura as understood Islamically is not just an isolated political principle governing political relations. It is a mode of behavior and a general system that colours all aspect of life. In addition to being a faith and a moral based value, guiding the behavior and social relationships of individuals, when it becomes part of their character. It is a principle as well as a political and legal value necessary for defining the system of government, the basis of authority and method of decision making.

The concept of shura is based on the principle of general vice-regency on earth which is the basis of individual and group responsibility in inhabiting the earth and establishing justice. The whole group is responsible and all individuals within it are equal and their affairs amongst them is democratic (shura). Every individual has his place and specific role which he must be allowed to play, monitored against it - a guaranteed right no one has the power to deny - and a religious duty that cannot be wavered or declined and by so doing shunning responsibility.

Shura is a religious duty that must be fulfilled first and foremost. It is the practical mean to reform government in a time when oppression is widespread among the Arab/Islamic nations leading it from one failure to another.

The shura which we believe in and which we seek to realise and establish the system of government on, is not a static mold which we try to force on our current situations. It means participation in government and the people's right to decide on their affairs and choose their rulers, monitoring them and making them accountable and ensuring their adherence - in the decisions they make and creation of conditions for the nation's good - to take the opinion of the people directly or through their representatives, so that no individual or one party monopolises the state to the exclusion of others.

For the best embodiment of the concept of shura in our current times, it is incumbent on us to take the best of what civil society has achieved from its practice of democracy. This relates to form, basis and practical and technical process for organisation of consensus and improving the practice of authority and ensuring the peaceful change of government and widening the scope of popular participation in it, as well as ensuring active accountability.

The modern practical implementation of shura, as a basis for the political and constitutional system, does not lack concepts, as it is well enshrined and affirmed in Shari'ah. However, the real barriers are the lack of framework and institutions that can give expression to these concepts which can be capable of being developed and inherited.

The YIP is working persistently to entrench this concept of shura and to develop its institutional and organisational forms so that it can give expression of our civilisational uniqueness and so that citisens can feel a sense of belonging to, and ownership of, it.

1. Entrench the values of shura in all aspects of life as well as making it fundamental to the system of education and culture so that the social system can compliment the political system in affirming the practice of shura. 

2. Provision of the basis which are necessary for establishing and broadening shura in society. 

3. Adoption of popular referenda as a means of resolving all issues of fundamental national interest which apply to the whole society. 

4. Adoption of shura as the basis of establishing authority and change of government, in a peaceful way, with all this means in terms of enabling the people to practice their rights in deciding their general affairs. The elections of rulers, and making those rulers accountable are some of those general affairs. 

5. Strengthening the constitutional institutions of the state and accepting the parliamentary institution as the practical tool which represents the wish of the people and the embodiment of the principle of shura. 

6. Developing and strengthening local government institution and the adoption of decentralised administrative structure of government as a practical mean of widening the practice of shura. 

7. Reviving Hesbah, which is a unique Islamic system of welfare and accountability, and developing it to suit modern times. The society can then be made more aware of its obligations in monitoring people in power. It will also be capable of enshrining good and forbidding unlawful practices 

SIXTH: REPUBLICAN SYSTEM

The Yemeni revolution removed a dictatorial, hereditary and closed regime that was not just based on power and authoritarianism, but a direct result of a narrow political view that tore the nation apart, monopolising power and authority. The revolution also removed colonial rule (from the southern part of the country).

For this reason, the republican system represents a civilisational achievement that has saved the people from the oppression of the closed royalist rule and British colonialism. This is also why the protection of the republican system, and restructuring its institutions that implied the value of truth, justice, liberty and shura represent the most important national goal.

For the above mentioned reason we should, as we urge others, not either deviate from nor disregard.

Along this line, the YIP affirms that the day of 26th September 1962 is the national day for the Yemen Republic, and refuses all attempts to devalue the event which our people made, and for which this day became a symbol and under which all accomplishments were realised.

SEVENTH: YEMENI UNITY

The reunification of Yemen is a blessing which Allah bestowed on our people. We are made obliged to protect such a historical achievement by entrenching the roots of unity and stopping in the way of any one intend to spoil this achievement. We believe that unity can be protected through the following:

1. The speedy removal of the remains of division where they exist within the laws, state apparatus and schools syllabi as well as public organisations associations and trades unions. The removal also of all the deformities which the period of division has left behind. 

2. Utilisation of the media, culture and education to affirm the meanings of unity and directing developmental programs to nurture its roots. 

3. Reinforcing national unity as the only mean to accomplish peace and stability and the building of a strong Yemen in which all sections of society live in harmony. A nation that is built on the inherited religion and language and history which make it difficult for enemies to transgress against. Through this the concepts of justice and equality are re-enforced and balance within society is achieved. 

Chapter One:
THE HUMAN BEING 

Allah says in the Qur'an:

"O ye who believe! Bow down, prostrate yourselves, and adore your Lord; and do good; that ye may prosper. And strive in His cause as ye ought to strive, (with sincerity and under discipline). He has chosen you, and has imposed no difficulties on you in religion; it is the cult of your father Abraham. It is he who has named you Muslims, both before and in this (Revelation); that the Apostle may be a witness for you, and ye be witness for mankind. So establish regular Prayer, give regular Charity, and hold fast to God. He is your Protector - the best to protect and the Best to help" Haj (78:77-78)

Foreword

God honoured man. He breathed into him something of His spirit, made him His vicegerent on earth, organised the universe for his benefit, gave him the unique power of intelligence and provided him with the guidance of the revelations so that he is able to carry out the trust placed on him and to guide his movement along the journey.

The human being is the pivot and source of the movement of change in human society. It is impossible for any revival of civilisation or the realisation of social development without the achievement of development of the human being - individuals and groups - God's pre-ordained law stated in the revelation and gleaned from historical experience of humanity. For this, the YIP focuses its programme on the individual, the family and society. The individual is the core of society and the real place of work for its institutions. The family and society are the individuals environment and setting for his growth and development. The individual's good conduct is for the good of society, and society's good conduct provides for the strengthening of the individuals good instincts and his tendencies to do good as well as removing the pressures of any bad (evil) tendencies. The community is responsible for all that God placed in its trust of individuals, and it is incumbent on the individual to fashion his life and adapt his environment for good work as well as being responsible to follow the path of the believers and adhere to the community.

FIRST: THE INDIVIDUAL

The good, good-inspiring and qualified individual is the basis of development and revival of civilisation, without whom development is a lost endeavour. For this reason our programme aims to achieve qualitative step in the individual's spirit, his understanding and his comprehension which qualifies him to perform his role and carry out his responsibilities and transform him from the fringes and ineffectiveness, to effectiveness and presence at the heart of social, political and economic movement as good reforming catalyst and an effective tool in social change through the following:

1. Hone the individual's spiritual energies by consolidating sound faith in Allah, the one and only God, in his mind and his being and deepening his faith in Allah and clarifying his view of the universe, man and life so that the individual comprehends the secret of being and the essence of his responsibility so that he worships God sincerely and fears Him alone hopefully, and obeys Him and surrenders to Him all his case willingly. Then the individual will be free from the wishful desires and the trials of obedience to misguided masters as well as the trials of allegiance and following wrongfully all the mighty and powerful. 

2. Strengthening the faith-based incentives in the individual and improving his morals by purifying the natural instincts in him so that the will to do good in him is stimulated that he may take part in all good works and competes in it. To further promote in him, also, the willingness to take part in struggle and sacrifice and the eagerness to seek victory over oppression on ... (And those who, when an oppressive wrong is inflicted on them - are not cowed but - help and defend themselves) [Qur'an: Shura 42:39]. 

3. Provision of the suitable environment to release the energies of the individual and his creativity, surrounded by justice and provided with legal and material protection to ensure his dignity, freedom and rights are adequately protected. Allowing also for equality of opportunity for the individual to set him free from the environmental and social pressures, as well as subjugation, deprivation and the feeling of hopelessness. 

4. Planting the spirit of collective work within the individual and training him on the practice of shura as well as nurturing the spiritually-based principles of solidarity by reviving the spirit of brotherhood, with all its obligations, the spirit of love and the morals of good and preference (upon ones self) and fighting selfishness. 

5. The physical well being of the individual through complete health care, provision of the necessities of life (water, food, clothing, shelter and medicine), controlling the causes of decease and fighting all dangerous hazards that not only destroy the body of the individual but his mind and spirit as well, such as alcohol and drugs. 

6. Nurturing the individual's national spirit and promote the values of belonging to his homeland and nation. 

7. Freeing the individual from the deposits (aftermath) of the periods of decline, with all that was widespread then - such as superstition, stagnancy, passivism and dependence - and deepening his understanding of his current period as well as providing the necessary means to develop the mentality of programming, planning and creativity. 

8. Training the individual so as to enable him to participate in the revival of society and its development rather than being dependent on it. 

The family is the first social institution in which the individual starts life and derives his moral values. Hence, our programme seeks to protect the family and strengthen the bonds between its members and focus the efforts to support it so that it fulfill its role as the flowing source that supplies society with good individuals that are able to build good society and a developed life. This will be carried through the following.

1. Promoting good values and morals in the family and strengthening the pillars of affection, mercy, solidarity and justice among its members and building the family on the basis of consent, choice and consultation and entrenching the values of shura in the family. 

2. Protecting the cohesion of the family as a basis for social cohesion and protection of society from disintegration so that the individual is given the opportunity to grow in a balanced manner in a secure environment. 

3. Provision of all the conditions that ensure the protection of the family from corruption, as well as relevant support for the family should it increase in sise or require such support for any other reason. In so doing the principle of social solidarity is fulfilled. 

4. Promoting the role of the family within the education system as well as educating the parents in the importance of this role. Implementing the plans and programmes which support their nurturing and developmental role in preparing their children according to the guidance of the Islamic faith. 

5. Strengthening the relationship between the family and the school, as well as the rest of society with all its institutions, ensuring the complementary roles of all concerned in providing the appropriate environment which enables the good upbringing of children and their protection from going astray, contradiction and INFESAM. 

6. Overcoming obstacles in the way of early marriage. 

7. Give due importance to the programmes of home economics and training of housewives to enable them to carry out their roles towards their families by better upbringing of children as well as participation in shouldering other family responsibilities, such as increasing family income when needed. 

8. Promoting the widespread adoption of the programmes of income-generating families and transforming the homes to centers of production so that social welfare is reduced to the minimum. 

9. Protection and welfare of mother-and-baby and the provision of adequate means to ensure the safe growth and development of the child. 

THIRD: SOCIETY

The process of social change and development within society depends upon its general will, which Allah (swt) made a condition for His will to support such change ... (Verily never will God change the condition of a people until they change it themselves), [Al-Read 43:11]. The strength of a society and its effectiveness in affecting change towards reform and realisation of desired revival depends on the soundness of the individual and the development of his talents as well as the cohesion of the family and the effectiveness of its role. The existence of a social system, in which all its constituent parts work in a complementary and harmonious manner, within the principles and value system of Islam that motivate towards work and protects the balance of the individual and community, achieving the highest level of integration and harmony among members of society. This in turn makes society a solid structure that supports one another, and one body that has a shared feeling uniting its constituents in happiness and sorrow.

The YIP works to mobilise society with the values of good and excellence, build its social structures and organisations, release all its energies and remove all obstacles from its way, whether psychological or material, so that it becomes a society that is supportive, shouldering its responsibilities, alert to its interest, ahead of the authorities in its initiatives, able to organise itself and defend its achievements and produce organisational structures and mechanisms that facilitate self-induced movement. A society in which the initiative of the individuals and their contributions in all their societal activities form the most important social actions.

The existence of a society based on institutions and excellence and good values is the best guarantor of firm adherence to the democratic shura and widening popular participation and the best way to safeguard the process of development from being turned into an elitist monopoly at the expense of the wider sectors of the population.

Hence, our programme gives special priority to a number of issues, amongst which are the following:

1. Deep-rooting the Islamic faith, its principles and rules within society, and establishing all society's structures and organisations on its (Islam's) basis. 

2. Affirming society's Arab Islamic identity, defending it against all that threatens it by deepening its bases and protecting its constituents and entrenching the feeling of pride in it among all members of society. 

3. Consolidating the foundations and pillars which realise the strength and coherence of the social fabric of our Yemeni society so that all its social structures and institutions fit in with the legal and cultural ones. Further more, the organisational structures should be linked to the value system prevalent in society, so that awareness, education and moral motivators and legal controls together may work to fashion the social environment which facilitates the agreeable existence of members of society with the natural law which Allah ordained for them. This will also help release their talents, organise their efforts and support their personal and social endeavours. 

4. Promoting high morals within society and spreading values of excellence within it and developing its noble traditions and values. 

5. Protect general morals, fortify society against vice and rid it of all damaging practices or traditions and fighting all aspects of corruption. 

6. Achieve justice in society as the most important mean of protecting cohesion and balance of society. 

7. Provision of welfare services which would secure, to all members of society, their right to medical care, education, security, shelter and livelihood, and in doing so realising an honorable standard of living on the basis of securing due rights and fulfilling obligations. 

8. Consolidation of unity among members of society and strengthening social cohesion through faith and common interest together with the bonds of neighborhood and kinship, and by doing so liberating society from the detested sectarianism which tears it apart and weakens it. 

9. Activating and strengthening faith-based motivators which make society assume its unique responsibilities, and deepening its awareness of it and its consequences. Implanting the motivating values for work and production and considering it a worship worthy of Allah's reward. Work is an assured right and a responsibility leading to a productive and self-sustaining society. 

10. Deepening the values of shura and promoting its wider practice in society, as well as ensuring a climate of political freedom enabling popular participation in development to take place. 

11. Guaranteeing society's right to organise itself, and strengthening its institutions in all aspects of spiritual, cultural, social and economic activity. Providing the appropriate climate which enables the mechanisms of social solidarity to operate in an organised manner ensuring the mobilisation of society to achieve the necessary social transition and attaining the desired progress. 

12. Adhering to the principle of social planning in order to avoid the negative results of random social development. 



Chapter Two:
THE STATE 

Allah says:

"We sent afore time our messengers with Clear Signs and sent down with them the book and Balance (of Right and Wrong), that men may stand forth in justice; and We sent down Iron, in which is a (material for) mighty war, as well as many benefits for mankind, that Allah may test who it is that will help, Unseen, Him and His messengers; for Allah is Full of Strength, Exalted in Might (and able to enforce His Will)". al-Hadid 57:25

Allah also said:

"(They are) those who, if we establish them in the land, establish regular prayer and give regular charity, enjoin the right and forbid the wrong: With Allah rest the end (and decision) of (all) affairs" al-Hajj (22:41)

Allah also says:

"The House of the Hereafter We shall give to those who intend not high-handedness or mischief on earth: and the End is (best) for the righteous" al-Qasas (28:83)

Allah also says:

"Allah does command you to render back your Trusts to those to whom they are due; and when you judge between man and man, that you judge with justice; verily how excellent is the teaching which He gives you! For Allah is He Who hears and sees all things". An-Nisa (4:58)

The state is a social necessity and a lawful mean. Its aim is the safeguarding of religion, extending justice and caring for the rights of citisens. Its authority is a social duty and a responsible succession carried by all, for every individual shares in its responsibility and is accountable for it as it is the most important tool. for developing social achievement in the service of the common objectives and supporting society's human and civilisational standing within the international community. Its political and legal systems are the embodiment of the values of truth, liberty, justice and shura which guarantees human rights and preserves the honor of the individual, also the authority of society is established out of which emanates the will of the people in the shape of government run by entrusted representatives from amongst the people. These representatives are to run the state according to the established principles and basis that achieve general consensus, and to them is loyalty and obedience as long as they adhere, follow and uphold these established principles and basis.

A state that facilitates the best form guaranteeing the achievement of the best picture of solidarity of society and the interaction of its members with its institutions. This because, in this form, it is nothing more than an extension and an expression of themselves and an organisation of their will, ant an isolated, or an opposing, entity. A state that practices a medium role achieving the interest of the individual and community and safeguards balance in society and the state.

The YIP shall work to achieve the following:

1. Ensuring the supremacy of the Islamic Shari'ah as the basis for the supremacy of law. Accepting shura and popular free choice as the principle for the legitimacy of authority and its acceptance. 

2. Building the state institutionally, making its institutions independent from the personalities of the changing rulers who come and go. 

3. Entrenching political pluralism which adheres to the unchangeable religious and national principles and guaranteeing the peaceful change of authority. 

4. Opposing the paternalistic state and its comprehensive role and its monopoly of all means of power, source of lively hood, media of culture and knowledge. Adopting all means that can ensure the strengthening of the institutions of society and widening their role as well as opening-up opportunities for private initiatives in all areas of life and arenas of human activity. Reducing the role of the state to areas of activities which individuals and groups cannot undertake. 

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM

Our programme seeks the establishment of a political system that guarantees the realisation of the principle God's honor of the human being ... And protects his rights and freedoms and channels the efforts to the building of the institutions of governance - in a way that lends it effectiveness and honesty. Such a system should guarantee impartiality and freedom of the election process and good monitoring of the elected, during their term of tenure, relying upon constitutional basis that controls the conduct of government and guarantees its soundness, and the peaceful transfer of power. This is done on the following basis.

First: Supremacy of Law

The legal system in our Yemeni society is derived from Islam, as a law that has been rooted and settled in its conscience, which has become the sole basis for legitimacy and accepted measure for the legality stemming from it.

The principle of supremacy of law is a fundamental objective we seek to realise and entrench. We shall work to achieve a number of tasks that guarantee the reinforcement and embodiment of this principle in practice. These include the following:

1. Ensuring that all legislation is drafted in accordance with Islamic Shari'ah and its general purpose, so that every member of society becomes keen on implementing the law and guarding it. 

2. Establishing the authority of the judiciary and its independence. 

3. Guaranteeing the submission of the authorities of the state to the law, its adherence to it and considering all actions that contradict the constitution and the law as invalid and must be questioned. 

Secondly: Political Pluralism

Political pluralism represents the firm foundation for rotation and safe transfer of authority between organised political groups. It is also the most effective mean of maturing political awareness in society, strengthening it and reinforcing its immunity in order to prevent dictatorship, protection of rights, sanctity and liberty of individuals.

It also represent the most appropriate contexts which provides for the inclusion of opposition. Lending its legitimacy to work through democratic shura means and provides it with the opportunity to get to government, or participate in it, as long as its programme gains the trust of the majority of the people.

The success and soundness of the political system which is established on multi-parties depends on four main issues:

1. Adherence of political parties and organisations to Islam as faith and law (Shari'ah), and the start from a unified view of the shared, unchangeable, national and faith principles as well as the areas of consensus, on which disagreement is not accepted. 

2. The political parties abilities on undertaking the responsibility of political work and linking themselves to society and its constant (unchangeable) principles -and not the authority or centers of influence. As well as its ability to attract individuals and their motivation to take part in political work rather than the adoption of a neutral stance or laissez-faire approach. 

3. Differentiation between political parties by individuals, is based on clear and responsible programmes that abide by society's affairs, with all the necessary detailed views that this entails in order to face the existing problems as well as the methods of achieving the aspiration of society. On this basis it can be made clear for the individual to make an formal choice, as to which party deserves the support and can be trusted. 

4. The existence of a complete election system based on the latest techniques, and one that works away from influence of competing political parties, whether in government or opposition. A system that can work with complete impartiality, pro duce the result and the preference of society. 

Based on this, the YIP will work resolutely and consistently towards the following:

1. Consolidation of the principle of political pluralism, and transforming it to be one of the deep-rooted facts in Yemeni Society. Opposing any tendency from whichever quarter, to return Yemeni society to singular political opinions which leads to dictatorship that relies on the army and security forces to subjugate society to its desires and wishes. 

2. Guaranteeing the establishment of political pluralism on the basis of noble competitive views within the framework of adherence to the faith of society and Shari'ah, so that it becomes possible for all members of society to exercise preference between political parties according to its programmes without being influenced by any other factors. 

3. Guaranteeing the running of general elections regularly and according to time specified by constitution through an election system that is impartial and through which the people will be able to exercise this say on the conduct of affairs according to its wishes, whether directly or indirectly. 

4. Guaranteeing equality of opportunity in political work, entrenching it and embodying it in practice. 

Thirdly: Political Pluralism

Peaceful rotation of authority is the essence of shura and democracy and the best process for overcoming conflict over authority - on all levels.

The political system will not be democratic (shuratic) unless it includes the mechanism which allows the political group which enjoys the support of the majority of the people to assume power, in order to implement the programme it promotes, through regular polls that everyone accepts as the ultimate arbiter. For society alone is the judge which gives preference to one programme over the other.

To embody this principle, work has to be under taken to provide a number of guarantees. The most important amongst which is the following.

1. Ensuring the neutrality of the military, security and judicial establishments in party- politics, by considering this as the most important requirement for a multi-party- based political system and what it entails for the peaceful transfer of power during time- expired periods. 

2. Ring-fencing authority with guarantees that will safeguard it against misuse, by those in power, and to dedicate it for the achievement of the objectives of society. 

3. Deep-rooting political pluralism in society and establishing it on solid ground represented on faith and national constants that makes pluralism a way to complementarily, co-operation and consolidation. 

4. Deep-rooting the administrative and legal system in the state, and making it subject to criterions and basis that do not get affected by the peaceful change in authority, which should be limited to the higher political levels. 

5. Sound political nurturing of members of society to grow accepting the results of elections and the peaceful transfer of power. 



Chapter Three:
THE ECONOMY 

Allah says:

"Allah will deprive usury of all blessing, but will give increase for deeds of charity" Al-Baqarah (2:276)

Allah also says:

"It is We who have placed you with authority on earth, and provided you therein with means for the fulfillment of your life; small are the thanks that you give" Al-A'araf (7:10)

Allah also says:

It is Allah Who has created the heavens and the earth and sends down rain from the skies, and with it brings out fruits wherewith to feed you; it is He who has made the ships subject to you, that they may sail through the sea by His Command; and the rivers (also) has He made subject to you. And He has made subject to you the sun and the moon, both diligently pursuing their courses: and the Night and the Day He (also) made subject to you. And He gives you of all that you ask for. But if you count the favors of Allah, never will you be able to number them: verify, man is given up to injustice and ingratitude" Ibrahim (14:32-34)

Foreword

What the Yemeni economy suffers from, such as short comings in its structure and noticeable failure in its ability to play its role, is a result of the absence correct economic direction and lack of realistic economic policies. This is also due to the use of the state and society as a laboratory for testing economic opinions and theories as well as delegating the management of the economy - vital as it is - to an incapable and unqualified administration.

Ignoring administrative corruption, plundering and looting of public funds, and sidelining or limiting the role of the private sector in the process of development - as result of absence of legal safeguards that motivate participation, as well as the absence of a strong and just judiciary.

This has lead to structural economic imbalance, the most prominent of which is the imbalance between production and consumption, between investment and savings, between imports and exports, as well as the country's being subjected to a catastrophic economic crisis. Such crisis threatens social peace and political stability, and can push the country to the entrapment of foreign debts, and as a result of which economic and political TABAAAYAH.

It is the YIP's view that there is no way of escaping all this except through adherence to a programme that is based on Islamic principles and values and mobilises the people's spiritual energies and social powers and adopt serious and bold economic policies. Such policies need to be realistic and take into consideration the stage of social and economic development and the available means to society in order to bring about the desirable change. All this is based on the following. 

1. Freedom of economic activity according to the objectives of Shari'ah as the correct approach to the participation of every individual in society in shouldering the burden of economic and social development so that the spirit of good competition may prosper in the areas of production and construction, in so doing guaranteeing the interest of the individual and society away from exploitation and monopoly, both of which are forbidden in Islam. 

2. Respect for private ownership and allowing private and co-operative sectors to take part in all economic activity by providing all the guarantees and facilities to ensure the success of their investments and effective participation in building the country. Reducing the role of the state to undertaking infrastructure projects within society, investing in the natural resources and preparing the appropriate conditions for the establishment of the economic activity on the basis of market forces, free competition in a socio-economic structure that achieves the requirements of both freedom and justice. 

3. Justice. Which means giving priority to the achievement of social equilibrium before in other demands, and that the aim of development should not be just to achieve a quantitative increase in GDP. On top of this it is important to tackle poverty, deprivation and social imbalance, as well as the achievement of streamlined distribution of the fruits of economic and social development between rural and urban areas and between the governorate of the Republic of Yemen. 

4. Re-enforcing economic independence, to the extent that the criteria for the feasibility of any economic activity, whatever its legal set-up, is the extent to which it contributes to this general aim. 

5. Capable and impartial administration is the backbone of success in achieving economic policies and attaining the objectives with the best means and the least cost. 

6. Liberating economic activity from the dominance of the political process and submit it to safe scientific criteria and the demands of reality. 

7. Introducing the criteria of economic viability to public sector projects, which are commercial in character, represents a realistic way to improving its competence and developing its performance. This will lead to reducing the financial burden on the state, and releasing additional resources that can be used in other economic activities. 

Chapter Four:
DEFENCE AND SECURITY 

Allah says:

"Against them make ready your strength to the utmost of your power, including steeds of war, to strike terror into (the heart of) the enemies, and others besides, whom you may not know, but whom Allah does know. Whatever you shall spend in the of Allah, shall be repaid unto you, and you shall not be treated unjustly". Al-Anfal (8:60)

Allah also says:

"It is those who believe and confuse not their beliefs with wrong - that are (truly) in security, for they are on (right) guidance". Al-An'am (6:82)

Allah also says:

"For the covenants (of security and safeguard enjoyed) by the Quraysh, Their covenants (covering) journeys by winter and summer, Let them adore the Lord of this House Who provides them with food against hunger, and with security against fear." Quraysh (106:1-4)

Foreword

The internal stability and the provision of security for individuals and communities, the protection of the constitutional institutions, the consolidation of the shura democratic methodology, guaranteeing the peaceful alteration of authority as well as the maintenance of the national sovereignty and preserving the existence of civil society, are all necessary pre-requisites for the achievement of comprehensive development and realisation of the Yemeni civilisational project. However, it is unlikely that all this can be achieved as an experienced reality without the building of the military institutions on the belief and national basis way from all other desires and narrow sectarianism.

Hence, the YIP shall work to build our defence and security policies on the following basis:

1. Defence of the homeland, preservation of its security and its protection from any internal or external threat is the duty of every Yemeni citisen. This a duty on all able persons. Neglecting this duty is a great sin, and national treason. 

2. The armed forces are the preventative shield of unified Yemen, and on it is the prime responsibility of defending the country, preserving its unity, safeguarding its wealth, protecting its values, traditions, civilisation, republican system and national and constitutional unity. 

3. The army and security forces are national institutions that must be kept aside from political conflicts and allegiances political parties, regions, clans, sects or any other conflicts or narrow allegiances that distract it from its responsibilities. 

4. Society is the main support for the armed forces and its on going supply. Soldiering is an honor and a social and religious duty for which society must be trained to undertake, for the army to be for the people and from the people. 

5. Obligatory National Service is a right for all able, and duty on every entrusted, and is considered a s one of the most important popular participation in the armed forces and the achievement of the balance of powers in society. 

6. The armed forces contains an important proportion of the lively elements and effective energies of society which must be directed during peace towards, construction and development, realising the principle of "the army is for [development?] and construction". 

7. Security is a broad notion and an associate of faith, the precondition of development and justice is one of its basis, so is the consolidation of internal unity of society. 

8. Modernising police systems, improving their abilities and raising their awareness is a fundamental pre-requisite for the establishment of the state of law and order. 

9. Fighting crime is a social responsibility undertaken jointly by the state and society. 

10. The complementary roles of the army and security institutions is a fundamental pre-requisite for its success in undertaking the assigned tasks in the best manner. 

Chapter Five:
FOREIGN POLICY 

Allah says:

"O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may know each other (not that you may despise each other). Verily the most honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge and is well acquainted (with all things)". Al-Hujurat (49:13)

Allah also says:

"Verily, this Brotherhood of yours is a single Brotherhood, and I am your Lord and Cherisher, therefore serve Me (and no other)". Al-Anbiya (21:92)

Allah also says:

"It may be that Allah will grant love (and friendship) between you and those who you (now) hold as enemies. For Allah has power (over all things); and Allah is Oft Forgiving, Most Merciful. Allah forbids you not, with regards to those who fight you not for (your) Faith, nor drive you out of your homes, from dealing kindly and justly with them: for Allah loves those who are just". Al-Mumtahinah (60:7-8)

International relations is given great importance in modern times, as it is no longer possible for any people to live in isolation from those around them, in a period where mutual dependence among countries has become important and a way for affecting international relations in all aspects of cultural, economic and political reality.

The Republic of Yemen is part of this world, reacts to its variables, whether regional or global, affecting it and affected by it. It works to develop links with the international community through effective participation which supports its abilities and presence both in the regional and global environment. By doing so, Yemen assures the whole world that it is peace loving state, believing in the rights of peoples of the world to peaceful co-existence, and extending the bridges of co-operation and dialogue among them in order to achieve more of development and advancement for the service of man.

Yemen is part of the Arab and Islamic nation which is still suffering - together with other countries that have recently been liberated from colonialism - a lot of backwardness, disintegration and dependence on top of the continuing aspiration of the dominant countries to encroach on its wealth. This makes it incumbent on the Arab Islamic countries to commit more effort in developing true forms of co-operation and co-ordination through consolidation of political, economic, cultural and social links towards a stable development and defence of common, lawful interest. Responding to the desires and hopes of its Arab Islamic peoples, and benefiting from the successful experiences being witnessed in various regions in the world.

The YIP, while looking forward to world in which co-operation between nations dominates as a basis for love and peace, calls for a tolerant world community embodying the meanings of human brotherhood, dominated by the spirit of solidarity, CO-operation. A world community in which relations between states are based on justice and equality of interest and respect for differences of civilisation and culture, and honoring all contracts and international treaties.

From this approach, the YIP affirms the importance of establishing Yemen's foreign policy and its international relations according to the following principles:

1. Complementarity and harmony in Yemen's internal and foreign policies so that ... 

2. the foreign policy adheres to the principles and objectives of the Yemeni people, foremost among which is the safeguarding of independence and sovereignty of Yemen, its unity, protection of its security, stability and territory. Employing the foreign policy for the service of Yemen's economic interests and support of the comprehensive development strategy. 

3. That our foreign policy should concern itself with the issues our Arab Islamic nations as well as humanitarian issues according to Yemen's civilisational message. 

4. Yemen should have strong and developing ties with all the countries of the world, based on the principle of peaceful coexistence among peoples and the rejection of use of violence in solving international conflict, mutual respect, refraining from interference in internal affairs and respecting national interest and freedom of choices of people. 

5. Allowing equality of opportunity to all civilisations and nations to participate in building the world order, and for its culture to participate in formulating the standards of international conduct and crystallise the international principles and norms. 

6. That the formulation of policy of the Republic of Yemen in the international arena, is according to the priorities of its civilisational belonging and geographical location. 
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