R A \b(Lq.:'\hm.m.', MPC, WhO
arrw«d in Durban last 'weck aga’
. member of the ‘Cotoured " Tact-
‘YPinding . Commission was accorded &

public welcomit: lasy '~mn(lny morning at

_the, Muslim Institute, Queen Street, un..
der the, atspices of thé Young Mislim
.Debating . Society. In’introducing the
speaker, the chairman, Mr, I, 11. Ismail,
said that the doctor reecded no intro-
(hlctlon _and (Imcrlbvd himas the father
of non [‘uropf-nns.

~aware, said the chairman, that the doc-
tor ‘was a member of the Provincial

Council and also occupied an impor-
tant “position “ofi"the' 'Capetown - City
Council.  He acted as leader to
South African I{ndian deputation that
went to India in 1929, As a leader of
the non-Europeans in South Africa he

was second to none, ; i

Dr. “Abdurrahman
subject “Democratic [Institutions in
South Africa,” said that it was a most
interesting as well as a most difficult
subject, " “Democracy,” said the learned
speaker, *“is an ideal which arises from
ideas apd wishes of the people, As to
-what was meant by democracy no two
people would give the siune answer,
Democracy can be described as some-
thing in one's mind. 2 Uhe highest aim
of any human being was tobe happy.

There were different conceptions of hap- -

piness.  For instance, the drunkaid re-
garded it as the height of happiness to
get drunk, the religions man spent lus
time in pravers <o that his soul may be
saved and he found nappiness there, then
there was the indiviiduatl that found
happiness 10 persuing his vocation,

The Aim of Democracy

It was the aim of democracy that
every man in this world $hould have
equal right-to persue happiness, and
provided a man did not seek happiness
in such a manner as to disturb or injure
others no obstacles’should be placed in
his way. 1f a lover of music enjoyed
himself by playing music in his own
home there should be nothing to pre-
vent him doing so, but if he went out
in the street disturbing others with his
music he should be prevented. The
greatest gift that God had given to man
was skill. It required skill to follow a
trade or profession and it was the great -
est sin in the world to prevent a man
from excrcising his skill by following
his trade or vocation,

The Vote And The Franchise

“pemocracy had nothing to do with
thé vote or the franchise,” said the doc-
tor, *This was something that you can
use to put your ideas into practice. The
vote was merely an instrument to put
your ideals into opcmlion A man,
however, canaot follow "all the 1dcns

~asvlhim:
‘were. all equal and this Joads 0s 1000t

Most” of therii were

"the world”
the

- hundred

who chose as his

tbat paﬁs thirsiigh his mind. -1l
so” he \voulriL find himsellin* a2 Junatic
Demogracy ntant that we

also teaches us
Jod has given

religion, Islam, which
thats we ‘are all equal. "1

us tf]e‘pO\ver of ‘reasoning which must

be developed to its fullest extent. ‘The

“Prophet of Islam had said that reason

ing lighted the torch.to heaven. . H.God

‘made no distinction between man and

If he did .
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.
or character you are departing froni the
idealy of democracy and that is what
we have "in \(mu*(\!ru . Mang here,

15 1ln(lu(-(l by some thmg for “which“he is
Béciuse he helongs to

not respon.'l)l('
a différemt race, and is of a different col-
our, heis dilferentiated against,

The Two Groups

We can

divide the population  of
South

Africainto two groups. ” The pri-

man we had 'no fight to do so and umtit—vHegesbelasses or the Kuropeans whoare

weare regarded as equal in this country
there is no such’ thing as a democratic
institution, If we study the history of
wwe fiid thal theré were no
democratic institutions until a few
years ago. In a.democratic
institution- a man is free, equal before
God and man, and no restrictions are
placed on hun. It the
American declaration ot that

was stated
rights

DR, A, ABDURRAINMAN, M.P.C.

every man was born free, If you admit

this doctrine of everyone being equal’

you cannot treat a class of people dif-
ferentially. Though God had made usall
equal it was also true that he had made
us different  There were different races
an¢l different colours but this did not
imply that we were not equal. There
must be a purpose of God in creating
the difference.

Custom and Tradition

While it is true thar man.is born {ree
in. this world it
was such a thing
tion,

is dlsotrae that there
as custom and trads
From its birth o chiled's eliaacter

15 moulded by its parents, and custom

and tradition mould his 1deas for him,
The tradition we have in South Africa
is that the white nan inherits cortain
rights immediately he comes in this
world, Not because he has any more
intelligence than any one of ns, hut he
cause of his birth.  Immediately vpn
begin to treat a4 man in a privileged
manner irrespective of his intelligence

“tive s

in a minority and the vast majority of
pnprivileged classes known' as the non-
Iluropeans, While the former inherit
alt the privileges of free citizenship the
latter inherit the restrictions and po-~
verty of their parents,  We must not ex-

pect the Europeans in this couritry to

be a democrat because he cotnes ont of
a monld where the character 1s moulded
tor him, It s impressed upon the white
child to regard himsell supertor than
those ol o different colovr, 1t will be
vears before the democriatic deals are
.impr(‘ssml upon the Europeans of South
Afoiea and  as long aswe have diffe-
rent groupswe  shall have no  demo-
cratic mstitutions.
Qur Present System

Thesvalem of szovernment in South
AMitea to-day compared with
the svstem which prevatled joo years
B¢ They had then a democrauce in-
stitution but only for the privileged
classes, There ate already a nmminber of
Eiropeans who realised that the system
s wrong and unjust We Jiave the
white labour or the civilised labour po-
lievawhich reserves skilled labour for
the privileged elasses. If there was a
democratic astitution in South Africa
this would nat be the case.  The privi-
leged classes cannot continue tn oppress
the different classes for ever.” The Na-
now aspiring  for something
higher and the pressure of the prlvxlep,'ed

can he

classes was becoming greater. As the
oppressed  classes  consolidate them-
selves and show a united front thev

will compel the Furopeans to accede to
at least some of their demands, We
have seen that the group system leads
to destruction, By onsolulnlmg the
Native, the Coloured and the Indian, we
can gain much. The fear-of physncnl
force is driving the Boer and the Briton
into one people,  \Why should we not
consolidate  our - lorces  \We  cannot
achieve anything by remaining in dif-

lerent groups — Only by co-operation
canwe compe I the white man to see the
trae spicit of democers; v, We cannot
achieve our deal of democratic institu-

ton in a day oraweek  We mav not-
see 1t our time bat come it must;”
conclnded the doctor,

At the conclusion nl the speech, ques-
tons were fmAted and sadish; u tmll\ in-
swered by the speaker,  Mr, l\.ue(‘
thanked the doctor Tor the \'(‘r\ mlm?sl
g lecture and said that be agreed that
there should be co-operation between
<the diflerent groups.  Nr. M. S. Badat

proposed it vote of thanks which was .

carried,
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% class passengers are Europeans, only
.. English records are played, By means
+-uf hatu! Aprakers, tl_)is music’.is relayed
to the second class music.saloon. . Rut.
as most af the second class passengers
areIndians, they would prefer to have
morl: fnttinh ‘r’ecor('ls. 1 feel llml‘ the

second class saloon, shonld he.provided .

with j1s own ginmaphone with Jiaglish
and Indian records and arrangements®
made to relay the music (o the deck
PASSCNGeTS, S B
ST Thi Company having placed  the
“Kenva and the ‘Karanja' on the South
African line, A Targe nuntber of cabin

sengers take advantage of travelling
by these ships, but the space on the up-

per deck for promenade, games, ete,, is
very limitedTSome arrangement should

, .

be made to increase this space, as much
as possible, '
«.lo, Lsupgpest, that the charge of 24
annas for Sodhiwater and 44 annas for
Lemonade is very high, ronsidering-the
quantity of mineral waters consiimed
during the voyage.
price will he appreciated, particularly
by the deck passengers who are very
poor and nat able ta heir such heavy
('|Ii}|' e,

' T TR . or PP H

L The Company 1s requested o Ton.

possible, whereby the duridtion of the
present 20 days' voyage from Durban to
Bombay, or at least the 11 days voyage
hetween ast Africa and Bombay and
vice versa cannot be shortened to 18 and
9 days respectively, )
12,5 For sometime pn\'l', the Company

A reduction in the.. grumble aboat this

IndianViews 7.

has introduced a concession rate which
is very suitable to Kuropean passerigers
only, who can take advantage of. it by
ll:w(‘llil'u{ fiest class on paying second
cliss L‘mff)luﬁ ancextra monrnal sunr of
=abont 2, ‘Phere is no intention to
facility afforded tor
Inropeans,  but it s eanestly ur'gml
that & similar concession may he grant-
ed to Indian passengers also, At first,
coneession may be given to decle and
Csecond eliss passengers traveling with

- sidder swhather. an ANTADNEAIHOR i S dd b LT TN 08, b

Itrust the Company will sympatheti
catly consider the suggestions contained:
herein and take them in the helpful
spirit in which they have heen afforde,”
I shall be glad ta give youany further in-
formation thid{t you ;nu_\' requaire on the
points submitted for vonr consideration,

THE MOSLEMS OF TO-DAY

«] OOKING round me I can't help
- but be struck by the a{)palling
amount of humbug that exists 1n mod-
em life—wherever one turns one en-
counters blathers and  dithers about
nothing at all,” The above is from a
letter that appeared in one of the Dur-
ban Dailies some time ago. It was true
then, and to-day it is more so. '
When we survey the present. eendi-
tion of the Moslems the world dver, we
find that every word of the above quot-
ation applies entirely to that class of un-
Renerous persons among them who,
while they themselves age incapable of
achieving anything, are resenting the
success of others, and are dayinand day
o.ut engaged in unprofitable controver-
sles,  The imagination of the world's
greatest thinkers have been stirred by the
Propliet of Islam, and traces of his teach
Ings are found in everything that is con-
sidered best in modern civilisation and
Progress. Yet the Moslems who profess
h}s religion, are drifting Zway fast from
Wis teachings, The present conditions
9( the Moslems are due to their own do-
Ngs. They profess but do not believe in
Islam Islam is the name of a great
brotherhoog, yet one Moslem looks upon
another with suspicion and distrust,
Anfl while prayer, the Koran says, “‘res-
trains a man fromn that which is evil
- and blamable,” to-day many of the
Moﬂcms go to the mosques and make
their prayers in a most elaborate and
mpous manuner reducing it to a mere
Ao ana ceremony, a mere mockery
and bypocrisey, aud mzlkiné{ it only as ot
lllf‘fms toseelc worldly advantages.
_Today Islam is only the name of a re-
8ister for recording  the' deaths and.
h'f“l‘_i and marriages ,of persons in re-
"{:"’tl(‘l('l Moslcm houses and fn\milic-s; or it .
l;ﬁt:r',:[l:-lqe for the Census Oficer to enu-
‘ll‘,l'](‘)n\’i mlfl ’dmﬂlm_gmsh ~the  different
nations in a town or country,
;‘\Pparen:lly the so.called Moslems are
& followers of the Praphet of Islam,

S

but examined minutely they would he
found quite outlandish. They profess
Istam but do not act as true Moslems.
‘Andif they ever act, they do not out of
any beliel but do so cither as a matter
of form, habit, convenicnce or policy.
And it is for such people that the Koran
says, “O ye Belicvers, why say that
which yve do not perform. Unto God it
is agreat sin and an act of displeasure
to speak and not act accordingly.,”

There are thousands who call them-
selves l\l()slmn:’s, but Istam has nothing
in common with them, Temp*ed with a
few pence they would be found ready
and willing to give false testimony and
commit perjury.  They have no faith in
their religion,

AMen with saintly features, pious ap-
pearances and long (lowing Dbeards
going regularly to the Mosques, il their

* M.D.BARMANIA, M.A.

minds were to be dissected one would
be surprised to know that all the time
their foreheads were on the ground they
were busy planning devilish devices,

Old men, expecting death every mo-
ment, with long rosaries in their hands
and counting the beads with ever in-
creasing speed and making sports with
the name of God, are found every where
secretly meditating some crime, injuries,
bribed, or the downfall of an mnnocerfl
pirl,

No doubt we have gathecings and
meetings, and assemblies where the Ko-
ran is recited; the birthday of the Pro-
phet of Islam is celebrated, and Hadith
and Kitab preached by Sheiks and
Moulanas. But what are these?  Are
they any better than concert or dance
or card parties ? Those swho assemible at
such gatherings usually  langh,  joke,
smoke, scandalise, abuse, and use every
kind of tilthy language, " The women

Lolk come to these assemblies dressed in

their ost attractive styles, with the

gait of Mae West in their Louis NIV

They dravw the attention of all

the assemnbled people, and while every
one, including the preachers, are engay-
ed in this form gazing, nodding, wink-
ing apd shaking, the pious work before
the assembly is forgotten, The whofe
alfair or function usually ends with an
applanse,  or shaking  and kissing of
hands, and the eating of varions kinds
of cakes and a multittde of sweets and
confectionery,

Daily the Koran is read, and H{adith
and Kitab preached from the pulpits,
every [riday, vyet if an  opportunity
came many ol these sheiks and Moula-
nas would hardly refuse to take interest,
usurp and swallow unlawful property,
or defraud the orphans of their rights,
and give up creating troubles in the
land,

On particular occasions and nights
many learned Moulanas and  Sheiks
preach on Istam and exhort the people
1o pray and give alms regularly for the
salvation of their souls, and for special

heels,

merits recite the stories of the Birth of |

the I'rophet in the most sweet poetry,
full of rythm music and eloquence, (yet
the whole thing is no better. than ordi-
nary fiction), and most of these stories
are not founded on Koran and the true
Traditions. And yet, in private life,
these same preachers are the worst of-
fenders and themselves mneh i need of
the medicine they prescribe for their
congregation,

Wine and gaoabling is forbidden in
{slam, Yet, those very persons, who de-
nounce these most vehemently in the
open, are the victims of ‘these vices in

secret, i

rravers and  Mosques seldom occupy
the minds of the Moslems today, God is
only a superstition, or has no’ existence
at all to them. 1lis place has been taken

hy Karamats, Dargahs,  Awlias,  Pirs, -




